
Introduction

This is the first of a monthly series of articles that is aimed at explaining how residents 
can apply the Village Design Statement (VDS) principles when considering material 
changes to their properties. Future articles will deal with individual building elements 
such as doors, roofs, windows, paving drives etc.

The Woodham Walter Village Design Statement documents detailed descriptions of 
the built character and main features of design in the Village. It provides guidelines 
and advice on how these should be respected in any development. The aim is to deter 
inappropriate development and encourage good design throughout the Village. It 
is not intended to be prescriptive in any way but used to promote well designed 
alterations, extensions and new builds that respect  local style and character.  The 
VDS has been endorsed by the Maldon District Council as a material consideration 
when assessing planning applications relating to the Village.

Planning Permission

If you wish to make a material change to your property, a planning permission will 
probably be needed and specialist, professional advice is recommended to steer 
a way through the highly complex maze of legislation. Some minor projects such 
as replacement windows, doors and porches benefit from Permitted Development 
rights.  These, often referred to as PD rights, are a national grant of planning permission 
that allow certain building works and changes of use to be executed without making 
a planning application. There are exclusions which apply to PD rights and include 
protected areas such as conservation areas, areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
National Parks, the Broads and World Heritage Sites. Conservation areas and listed 
buildings are specific for our Village.

If you decide to use PD rights, care must be taken to ensure full compliance with 
the regulations otherwise an Enforcement Notice ordering you to undo all the 
changes could be served. This can also apply to work that has been carried out where 
a plannng permission is required and has not been granted.  Building Regulation 
approval is required for most work. If in doubt, seek advice from a specialist.

The VDS document can be found on the Parish website or purchased from the Clerk. 
Residents’ enquiries arisng from the VDS should in the first instance be directed to the 
Clerk. 
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This drawing is copyright © and must not be reproduced in whole or in part without the written authority

of John Tompkins Associates Limited.

Unless formally agreed otherwise, services on this project are for the provision of drawings only and not the

supervision or inspection of the work, excavations, foundations, structure and detail.

The Main Contractor, Sub-Contractor or supplier shall:

Verify all dimensions on site and immediately report to the Architect any discrepancies or divergence

between drawings before putting the work concerned in hand, fabricating the work or preparing shop

drawings.

Work to figured dimensions only (except where full size details are provided). D O N O T SCALE.

Not vary any work shown on drawings without obtaining prior approval from the Architect.

Be responsible for requesting from the Architect any additional infomation required.

Supply to the Architect all shop drawings, illustrations, specifications etc. of all specialist work to be

incorporated in the Main Contract Works.

Immediately inform the Architect if any work shown on this drawing is not in accordance with the relevant

Codes of Practice, recognised good practice throughout the industry and does not comply with current

Building regulations or other Statutory requirements.

Immediately advise the Architect/Quantity Surveyor of the effect upon programme and any cost alterations

to the proposed works shown on this drawing.
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C Height Dimension Altered Jun. '07
B Planning Application

Apr. '07
A Stone window detail added Mar. '07


